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Ukraine is the largest country in Europe with a population of over 45 million. About 40 million would 
identify as “Christian” but only 1.7 million would identify as Evangelical. Most identify as Orthodox and 
also as Catholic. 

In 1991 Ukraine declared its independence but recently Russia moved to reclaim Crimea. There 
continues to be conflict on the Eastern side of Ukraine and close to 1 million people have been 
displaced. 

“Pray for the World” states this (which is on top of the current war crises): “Communism fell 25 years 
ago, but its effects persist. The new market economy drove many into poverty while a few gained 
extreme wealth through corrupt means…When Communism ended, the empty space without values or 
morals led to a rapid increase of hopelessness, alcoholism, and the spread of HIV/ AIDS. Many 
opportunities exist for holistic and compassionate ministries, and believers must not miss this open 
door!”  (2015-03-05). Pray for the World: A New Prayer Resource from Operation World (Kindle 
Locations 7908-7912). InterVarsity Press. Kindle Edition. 

This is exactly the kind of ministry ServeNow is doing and desires to do more of within Ukraine! 

When ServeNow began in December of 2012 our ministry in Ukraine was centered in Crimea. Due to the 

Russian occupation our work had to be shut down. We moved our leaders and established an office in 

Irpin, outside of Kiev.  

Here are this year’s highlights: 
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Christmas Gifts 

In Ukraine, Christmas is celebrated January 7th. We were able to distribute 7,000 Christmas gifts to 

orphans, refugee’s, disadvantaged/disabled people, elderly and even soldiers in 2015! 

    

     

***For January 2nd-11th of 2016 ServeNow is offering the opportunity to travel to Ukraine for a mission 

trip to deliver Christmas box gifts to orphans and others; some of whom have never received a Christmas 

present! The cost is only $2,395 which includes all travel expenses from: airfare, transportation, meals, 

lodging etc. E-mail me today if interested to receive more information! (bfoley@weservenow.org). 

 

God’s Word for God’s New People 

There is an enormous need for basic biblical training across Ukraine, especially in the Roma churches 

(gypsies) in central and East Ukraine. The gypsy people have endured much suffering and mistreatment.  

ServeNow has begun translating, printing and distributing the first “Basic Things” booklets, along with 

the “Story of Jesus” for children as we develop a network of churches to work with. 
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Summer Camps 

This year we held our first 10 day summer camps for orphans, refugee’s and disadvantaged children!  

                

There were two camps for kids and then an English speaking camp for Christian youth who wanted to 

improve their skills in order to help their future possibilities. These camps go a long way to give hope in 

the midst of much hopelessness as the story below captures: 

Nastya is an 11 year old orphan who was able to attend the Ukraine camp this year. She became an 

orphan because her mother's parental rights were revoked due to alcoholism and child neglect. Nastya 

spent a lot of time in orphanages and social centers. Now Nastya’s oldest sister wants to take her into 

her family. This sister is not a Christian, so being in a Christian camp and learning about Jesus was such a 

positive experience for Nastya. The seed was sown in her heart and we hope it will become a solid 

foundation for her life! 

 

One of the most moving moments at one of the camps was after a lesson on prayer. The children were 

asked to take a piece of paper and write their prayer requests. Every child (except two) asked for peace 

in Ukraine and an end to the fighting. Staff read them with tears. These children are going through 

difficult days that most adults will never experience. Please pray for them and Ukraine. 

 



Medical Containers 

Every so often we are able to ship and distribute containers full of medical equipment, wheelchairs etc; 

for those in need (Ukraine has a very broken social structure and health-care system. Children in state 

run orphanages, those with disabilities, the poor and elderly suffer most. Care is not the same as in US). 

The story below captures the impact in an individual’s life of receiving a wheelchair this year: “Nina is a 

65-year-old woman who lives alone in Ukraine. One of her sons is deceased, the other son lives in 

Moscow and is unable to visit her. Nina worked for many years in a factory and today has difficulty 

walking because of pain in her legs. She was so thankful as she was unable to afford this herself. She said 

it would be very helpful for her independence. If you look closely in the picture below, you will see the 

tears of gratitude in her eyes.” 

 

 

Anti-Trafficking Programs 

Trafficking and prostitution is a big risk for young girls in Ukraine. In fighting against trafficking 

preventive measures are essential, especially for girls ages 13-16 from more rural areas or small towns.  

One of our most exciting ventures this year (September 2015) will be establishing a bakery in Uzhgorod 

to teach young ladies to bake! 5-10 girls will be trained during a three month course. Area churches 

have already agreed to purchase their communion bread from this bakery! 

 



The idea for the bakery was inspired by a girl named Anita (pictured below on the left). Anita told Tanya 

(one of our leaders in Ukraine; pictured on the right) the following: “I lived in constant fear of being 

raped. My defense was to pretend that I was a guy. I dressed like a boy, walked like a boy, I even 

used a boy’s name. Most of my friends were either behind bars or involved in prostitution. I 

asked myself, ‘What is my future?” 

 It is girls like Anita that the bakery is being opened to give hope to. 

 

ServeNow is also holding various meetings with girls in Kherson, two times a month in their schools, 

teaching them about the dangers of involvement in human trafficking, health and hygiene, alcohol and 

drugs as well as encouraging them educationally and in choosing a profession. 

 

 

Would you pray for the people of Ukraine and our ministry in Ukraine?  

We are also are looking for more partners to help us financially. If any of these areas touch your heart 

would you invest in that area, or “Where the Need is Greatest?” Without faithful support and prayer we 

can do nothing…but together, with God’s help, we can do more than we think or dream possible!  

You can give online: www.weservenow.org/give-now or send a check to: 5550 Tech Center Drive, Suite 

302, Colorado Springs, CO, 80919. For more specific giving information e-mail me at: 

bfoley@weservenow.org. 

Thank you! 
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